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ISRAEL SUPPORTERS BARRED FROM ANTI-ZIONIST
EVENT AT RUTGERS

ALANA GOODMAN / JAN. 30, 2011

Hundreds of Jewish students and supporters were barred from
attending an event comparing Israel to Nazi Germany at Rutgers

University on Saturday, according to witnesses and news reports:

The campus police were asked to limit attendance to
supporters of the program after itbecame clear the audience
would be outnumbered 4 to 1 by the Jewish students, according

to the report.

The Jewish students turned away from the event reportedly
gathered in the lobby of the building where the program was
being held and sang Hebrew songs.

The event, called “Never Again for Anyone,” is part of a nationwide tour
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“to honor those who perished in the Holocaust by upholding the human
rights inherent to all people — and particularly for Palestinians living
under Israel’s occupation.” It engages in that increasingly popular form
of Holocaust revisionism that equates Israel’s legitimate acts of self-

preservation with the genocide carried out by the Nazi regime.

Organized by a student group called BAKA, the event was held in a
public campus building and advertised as open to the public. Attendees
were originally let inside the event for free, but once hundreds of
members of the Jewish community began showing up, BAKA began

trying to charge an attendance fee.

“They had a sign that had a $5- $20 donation suggestion, and they
ripped the sign in half and said you have to pay to get inside,” Aaron
Marcus, a Rutgers student who helped organize a counter-protest to the

event, told me.

Of course, paying an entrance fee would also mean giving a donation to
an organization whose specific purpose is to demonize Israel. In
addition to hosting “Never Again for Anyone,” the Rutgers chapter of
BAKA has hosted campus lectures by Norman Finklestein and gained

national attention after it attempted to sponsor a flotilla to Gaza last fall.

And while anti-Zionist students were given wristbands and let into the
event for free, almost none of the 400 Israel supporters were able to get
inside, said Marcus. And those who did manage to find a way inside

were prevented from using recording devices.
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“As a skeptic, it’s just really, really disturbing that they don’t want
anybody to videotape them, they don’t want anybody to audio-record
them, they don’t want anybody who disagrees with them at their events,”
said Marcus. “So what are they hiding, and why is it that students are
paying for it?”

The Rutgers administration has not yet commented on the incident, but
Marcus told me that the Anti-Defamation League has been in touch

with some of the people who were refused admission to the event.
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Two More Middle East Martyrs Prosecuting Peace in Turkey

Since 1945, COMMENTARY has been, as our founder and first editor
Elliot Cohen wrote at that time, “an act of affirmation.” It remains an
expression of belief in the United States, perhaps most of all in
America’s central role in the preservation and advance of Western
civilization and, most immediately, the continuing existence of the
Jewish people. COMMENTARY, in the words of Cohen, “is an act of

faith in our possibilities in America.”
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